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Empowered by the Holy Spirit, Emanuel’s mission is to witness
to the good news of salvation through Christ to individuals, the community

and the world through discipleship and service.

There was a little boy saying his prayers at night.
He asked God to bless his family and pets and
friends and thanked God for them.  He then
asked for forgiveness for the sins he had
committed and asked God to help him be a better
behaved boy.  He ended his prayer by saying,
“But if you can’t make me a better boy, don’t
worry about it.  I’m having fun just as I am.”

While it is not always “fun” being who we are,
being who we are is what we know.  It is what
we are accustomed to and, sometimes, even
comfortable being.

I like my age.  It fits me.  I have no desire to be
any age other than what I am.  Even though it
has been a “good” life, I have no desire to turn
back the clock.  I  am  grateful  for  the  blessings
and  good

times I have had.  I am blessed that God
saw me through times of trials and
tribulations.  But now I am here.  And I
like being here.  But I do want God to
help make me a “better boy” to better
appreciate and prepare for all the days
ahead, knowing all the while I will never
be “good” at understanding all that God
has done/does/will do.

Good, better, best – never let them rest –
till the good is better and the better, best.
Ada Dahm, my fifth grade English
teacher would be so proud that I
remember that.  Now to try to continue to
be about the business of trying to live it,
all the while knowing that Jesus is there
with His freely-given grace.  That is the
best thing of all.

See you in church.

Pastor Castello



June Worship Notes
                                                     Angela Tonjes

Special Music all summer!
Although the adult choir has no practices this summer, there will be special music nearly every week at
both services.  We are excited to have our college students back to sing, new bell/piano songs will be
presented, and our instrumentalists will play.  Please join us at church as we share out talents with you
and worship our God at the same time.

Summer Worship services
Summer worship services will begin on Thursday, June 15 at 7:30 p.m. and continue through August 17.
Please join us for informal yet meaningful services with special music each week!  Holy Communion
will be offered on June 15, July 27 and August 17.

Funeral planning form
Enclosed in this newsletter is a funeral planning sheet.  Some members have expressed interest in filling
one out; and this is just a general information-type form.  If you have any questions, please see Pastor or
Angela.
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Anniversaries of Ordination

God’s blessings and congratulations are in order for Pastor Bob Mix on the 40th anniversary of his
ordination.  Pastor Mix graduated from Trinity Seminary in Columbus in 1966.

He had the following calls:
Glidden and Scranton in Iowa
Zion in Latche, Ohio
Borgund and Minnesota Valley in Minnesota
St. Peter’s in Ridgeville Corners

Pastor Mix has also had different interim positions.  We are blessed to have him and his wife, Betsy, as
members of Emanuel.  Please offer them both your well wishes and prayers.

We are also blessed to have Pastor Denise Brown as a member of Emanuel.  We congratulate her on her
20 years of ordained ministry!  Pastor Brown graduated from Lutheran Theological Seminar in
Philadelphia.  Her ministry has included:

Lutheran Youth and Family Services (north of Pittsburgh, PA)
Good Shepherd Rehabilitation Hospital (Allentown, PA)
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church (Hughestown, PA)
Filling Home

Lutheran Social Services Annual Meeting

Ted and I were to represent Emanuel at the
annual Lutheran Social Services meeting in
March.  Ted was unable to attend since he was in
the hospital at the time, but I stopped at the
meeting on my way home from the hospital.  The
speaker for the evening left me with a thought
that I’ve been meaning to share.  He had been
diagnosed with cancer (the exact kind escapes
me) and, like most of  us  would  be  under  those
circumstances, was

bemoaning his lot.  Then one of his friends
suggested to him, “You have two choices.  You
can get busy living or you can get busy dying.
Make your choice.”  He said he began to realize
that that was not only good advice for him at that
particular time in his life, but for all of us in
general – in our spiritual lives as well as in our
physical.  He has been busy living and sharing
this philosophy.  Dora Titgemeyer



Prayer Chain

I was curiously exploring the internet today and wondered about the definition of “chain”.  The first one
listed was “a connected, flexible series of links, typically of metal, used especially for holding objects
together or restraining or for transmitting mechanical power” and further on as “a series of closely
linked or connected things.”

We are blessed here at Emanuel with a prayer chain ministry, with two chains, one by e-mail and one by
phone.  And we are (or we TRY to be) a connected, flexible series of closely linked and connected
people used especially for holding others together and for transmitting the awesome power of prayer.

A recent article in The Lutheran expressed the caution of prayer chains and pastor’s announcements in
respecting the HIPAA law for confidentiality.  Mindful of this and of people’s personal preferences, we
try to always ask for permission to publicly include any prayer requests, especially in terms of any
specifics regarding state of health or medical condition, circumstances of request, etc.  Prayer requests
may be for church members, “extended family”, friends, neighbors, co-workers, the world at large–
whoever or whatever is on anyone’s heart and mind to pray for!

Prayers and “pray-ers” are always welcome!  Contact “Master Link” Carol Castello by phone at 419-
592-0847 or by e-mail at cjcast@henry-net.com.

Change for a Change ...

The goal of the ELCA World Hunger Appeal is
for every baptized member in the E.L.C.A. to
give just $5 toward combating hunger in our
world, our country, and our neighborhood.  What
is “pocket change” for us could make a life-
changing difference to someone else.  During the
“lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer” through June,
July, and August, make it a habit to throw all of
your spare change into a jar, a bowl, a piggy
bank, or whatever, and give a gift to the World
Hunger Appeal.  World Hunger offering
envelopes are available in the pew racks.  The
change will do you good, as it does good for
others who are hungry!

2nd Annual Henry County
CROP Walk for Hunger

Mark your calendars now for Sunday, October 1,
2006, and plan to be a part of this interfaith walk
to help feed hungry people both locally and
globally!

A planning meeting for the 2nd annual Henry
County CROP Walk is tentatively scheduled for
Wednesday, June 21 at 7 p.m. here at Emanuel.
Come and find out how you can help!



Pastor & Carol
will be requesting the honor of your presence

at the wedding of their daughter, Becky,
here on August 5...

...and in the meantime,
welcome you to a bridal shower brunch

given in her honor
here at the church

on Saturday, June 3,
from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Please bring your favorite recipe on a notecard
to shower Becky with good wishes and good food!

You are a very special Bunch,
and you’re invited to a Brunch

for Becky (wasn’t that your hunch?)!
Join us for fun and a light lunch!

RSVP to Carol (for planning purposes!)



Financial Statement - First Quarter 2006

 Offerings  Expenses
January $25,390.17 $26,611.42
February   17,064.54   24,365.64
March    24,130.58   27,109.61

Total $66,585.29 $78,086.67          25% of budget for 2006

First Quarter 2005
$69,231.00 $68,691.97

As you can see, we have expenses 17% greater than our income for the first quarter.  Our roof payment
is most of the increase and the rest is the normal cost of living.  We are at 25% of the budget spending
for the 1st quarter and the offering is down 4% from the 1st quarter of 2005.

Giving toward the renovation loan has gone down a lot also.

We are trying to keep you informed.  We all have had great increases this past year.  We are praying to
not have to cut any items and work within the budget that was approved for 2006.

Thank you,
Church Council



SURPRISE Celebration!

You are invited to a SURPRISE celebration for the 20th anniversary of Pastor
Joy Miller’s ordination on Sunday, June 18 immediately following their 10:15
a.m. worship service.  If you cannot join them in the celebration but would like to
send a card, the address is:

Trinity Lutheran Church (Moulton)
14127 Moulton-New Knoxville Road
Wapakoneta, OH 45895

(But please do not spoil the surprise!)

Check out our Library!

Ready for a good read?  Stop by Emanuel’s library (the Adult Sunday School Room) and find a book to
sign out.  There’s something for everyone.  Here are some of the great titles available:

Three Days a Mothers Story - by Melody Carlson
The Redemption Series (including: Reunion, Rejoice, Return & Remember) - by Karen Kingsbury

 w/Gary Smalley
The Postcard - by Beverly Lewis
The Crossroad - by Beverly Lewis
Traveling Light - by Max Lucado
What teens need to succeed - by Benson Galbraith & Espeland
90 Minutes in Heaven - by Don Piper with Cecil Murphey
The Prayer of Jabez for Teens - by Bruce Wilkinson
He Did This Just for You - by Max Lucado

Something for the kids, too:
The Time of the Church
Laugh & Tickle, Hug & Pray (family devotions) - by Julaine Kammrath

If there is a special book you’d like to see, drop a note in the church office and we’ll do our best to add
that to our library collection.  Happy reading!



Thank You!

•   Thank you for that beautiful lap robe.  It was a very nice surprise.  Thanks again.
-Ruth Delaney

• To our Emanuel family, Thank you for your prayers, cards and best wishes during my recent
health problem. -Helen Lange

•  A BIG thank you to whoever fixed the large VBS banner.  Your help and initiative was much
appreciated!

•   The year was 1976.  Gerald Ford was the president; gas cost about 60¢ a gallon; it cost 13¢ to mail a
first-class letter; we watched Marcus Welby on TV, and the Steelers beat the Cowboys in the
Superbowl.  There were no cell phones, computers, or blue M & M’s.

That was also the year I started working as the secretary at Emanuel Lutheran Church.  It seems like
a lifetime...it seems like yesterday.

Our office technology advanced from an IBM Typewriter, carbon paper, stencils and mimeograph to
a computer, laser printer, copier and digital duplicator.

The church building has gone through several major renovations.  And we have bid farewell to 4
pastors, a Christian Education Director, a lay minister, and several interims.

Since May 1, 1976 we have witnessed 314 baptisms, 293 confirmations, 181 weddings, and 237
funerals.  We’ve printed more than ½ million bulletins.

So many changes, so many new challenges.  However, through all these years, one thing has always
remained the same...God’s love; it never changes.

Thank you for your recognition in church on April 30.  The plaque hangs on my office wall.  And
Michael & I appreciate the dining gift certificates very much.  Thanks also for the beautiful lap quilt, the
flowers, cards and well wishes.  I treasure them, and I treasure you.

-Pat Mohring



From the Congregational Life Board

Giving/donation corner
Thank you to all who donated items to the Henry County Senior Center during the month of April
and to those who have donated thus far to the Latino Family Outreach through LSS.  These
donations will continue through the end of May.

The collection effort for June will go to the Henry County Red Cross “Comfort Kits”.  The requested
items for these kits include:

Toothbrushes - adult and children’s Towels
Toothpaste - adult and children’s Washcloths
Combs and brushes

The Henry County Red Cross uses these items as a “kit” to distribute to residents of the county who
suffer from the loss of their home because of a fire.

Looking ahead to July...

John LeMond, the missionary Emanuel helps support, is tentatively scheduled to be at Emanuel and
will conduct the Thursday evening worship service on July 13, 2006.  Mark your calendars now so
you can be here to meet him and show your support of his mission work abroad.  (There might even
be a cookie or two and a cup of coffee or ice tea after the service).  Hope to see you there!

Our Church’s 125th Anniversary

The 125 Committee met on May 7 in order to discuss events which may be included in the Menu of
Celebration.  Anyone interested in participating by helping with or organizing an event can contact co-
chairpersons, Laura Ellis-Kruse or Darlene Bostelman.  The next organizational meeting is scheduled
for June 11 at 11:30 a.m.



From the Education Board...

Materials are still needed for Vacation Bible School.
If you are able to donate these items, please sign up on the bulletin board outside the church office.
A big thank you to everyone who has already signed up!

The following items are needed:
-craft feathers
-1/4" wide elastic
-faux fur remnants
-round oatmeal boxes
-Bugles
-cheese crackers
-honey roasted peanuts
-stick pretzels

-corn cereal
-refrigerated cookie dough
-apples
-butterscotch sundae topping
-chow mein noodles
-crunchy peanut butter
-M&M’s
-badminton birdies

Emanuel is going on a tour of the world!
We need your help to decorate.  If you have any items that we could use to decorate from
Mexico, Brazil, Poland, China and Kenya, please bring them in.

Rally Day at the Fairgrounds - August 27
Wanted: Rally Day is fast approaching and the Board of Education would like to hear from
YOU.  The Board is looking for what YOU want to see, have available, would like to
participate in or any other ideas you may have.  Rally Day will be held at the fairgrounds this
year on August 27.  Please submit your ideas to a Board member or jot them down and leave
them in the church office.



The Homework Table

Something new for the 2006-2007 school year: The Homework Table.  The Homework Table
is a tutorial program at Emanuel that will be available for grades K-12 each Wednesday while
school is in session from 3:30 - 5:30.  If you are interested in volunteering some time, please
fill out the questionnaire below and drop it in the offering plate or at the church office.

The Homework Table Volunteer Form

Name    

Phone Number                                                               

Best time to call                                                                       

Subjects able to assist with                    

Age groups comfortable with     



Membership News

Transferred Christine (Bostelman) Kerr has transferred her membership to Lutheran Church of the
Redeemer in McLean, Virginia.

Wedding Congratulations and God’s blessings to Kyle Zachrich & Kari Rippee who were united in
marriage at our altar on May 27.

Please let us know of any family birth announcements, etc. so we can celebrate with you!

New Addresses:
Elizabeth Bostelman Miriam Smith
3525 Shaw Ave. 1032 S. Perry Rm. 303
Cincinnati OH 45208 Napoleon OH 43545

Please let us know when you change your address...the post office charges us 87¢ for each
newsletter that is returned.  (Bulk mail is not forwarded.)

Newsletter-by-email

If you would like to receive your newsletter by e-mail, please notify the church office of your e-mail
address.  You will need to have Adobe Reader on your computer to read it.

The newsletter is also posted on our website.  Use the “What’s New” button and click on (June)
Newsletter.  The “picture page” of the newsletter is also posted on the website.

www.emanuelnapoleon.org



Health Ministry
                                                -Candise Ankney

Summer Sun Safety:
• During the sun’s peak hours from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., seek out shade to

avoid exposure.
• Use a broad spectrum sunscreen with a sun protection factor (SPF) of 15

or higher.
• Use clothing to cover your skin.  Wear broad-brimmed hats and ultra

violet blocking sunglasses.
• Avoid tanning parlors and other devices for artificial tanning.
• Make sure that you are following a healthy diet that provides you with

Vitamin D safely.
• Always keep newborns out of the sun.  Once the child is more than 6

months old sunscreens can be used.
• Make sure you teach your children sun-protective practices.
• Take time once a month to examine your skin from head to toe.
• Have a professional examination annually.

Avoid tanning, and especially sun burning.  Remember that one blistering sunburn doubles your risk for
melanoma.

Church Council Chat -

• A Synod Stewardship presentation was given by Bev Ernst.

• A budget synopsis will be included in the monthly newsletters.

• Ascension Service - May 25 at 7:30 p.m.

• John LeMond, Missionary to Hong Kong, will be our guest minister on July 13.

• June’s Donation Corner will be for the Henry County Senior Transportation Network

• Red Cross Bloodmobile drive will be June 5, 2006.

• Good News Preschool is now accepting enrollment.

• Rally Day service at the Henry County Fairgrounds will be held on August 27, 2006.

• Vacation Bible School will be held June 11-16, 2006.



Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

WELCA News

June 1 - 6:30 p.m. is our potluck picnic.  Bring a dish to share.  Ruth Circle is in charge.  Our special
guest will be Genevive Eicher and her daughter.  They will be sharing information on the underground
railroad.  Bring a friend.  Hope to see you there!

In our June, July and August Lutheran Woman Today, the leader’s guide follows the lesson.  If your
circle isn’t meeting during the summer months and you would like to participate, check the church
calendar or the Sunday bulletin for other circles’ meeting times.  You know we are all welcome in any
of the four circles!

Our Maumee Valley Conference Fall Retreat is October 7, 2006 at St. John’s, Hicksville. Mark your
calendars!

Until next time,
Carol Dille for the WELCA Board

Emanuel’s Pictorial Directory

Dates: August 28 through September 2, 2006

Times: Monday - Friday 2:30 - 9:00 p.m.
  Saturday - 9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

We will be making appointments after church services in the overflow,
beginning Sunday, August 6.

Volunteers are needed for the above Sundays and also to make telephone calls.  If
you are available, give Gayla Yaney, Carol Dille or Pat Mohring your name.

If you haven’t had a family photo taken lately, this is an opportunity to do so.
Life Touch Church Directories and Portraits has many suggestions.



Statistics

Apr.23 Apr.30 May 7 May 14 May 21
Attendance 105 + 263

(368)
120 + 119

(239)
143 + 75

(218)
126 + 150

(276)
132 & 137

(269)

Communed 142 129 134

Offerings
(includes:)
Building Fund
World Hunger
Good Samaritan

Fd
E. African Drought

3,846.60

115.00
5.00

3,846.68

190.00
5.00
25.00

5,703.67

650.00

25.00

4,851.02

500.00
10.00

125.00
100.00

4,302.70

90.00
5.00

25.00

Remember in your prayers our members in nursing homes
and assisted living facilities

Lutheran Home (1036 S. Perry St., Napoleon)
Margaret Fahy               Marge Gathman Alfred “Petey” Ruetz
Marie Heuer               Irma Overhulse          Hildegarde Reiser
Laura Rohda

Alpine Village Assisted Living (1032 S. Perry St., Napoleon)
Christine Rath (#412)       Miriam Smith (#303)       Reim Eickhoff (#405)        Carl Bockelman

(#319)

Cincinnati (c/o Steve Wittenberg, 7225 Camargo Woods Dr., Cincinnati OH 45243)
Esther Wittenberg



Congratulations!

Congratulations to Ed Peper and Juanita Clausen who were named 2005-2006 Teachers
of the Year.  Both have been dedicated and influential teachers throughout their time of
service.  Please take time to congratulate Ed and Juanita for blessing us with their talents.

Thank you, teachers!

On Sunday, May 7, 2006 we held a teacher appreciation breakfast which was enjoyed by teachers and their students.  This
year the kids made personalized bags for their teachers as well as handwritten notes thanking them for all of their hard work and
dedication.  Thanks again to all of the teachers who make Sunday School possible.

Vacation Bible School

Don’t forget to put VBS on your calendar!  We will be traveling the world June 11 - June 16.  Dinner will be served starting at
5:15 every night.  You do NOT have to be enrolled in VBS to attend.  ALL are welcome.

VBS officially starts at 6:00 p.m. and runs to 8:30 p.m.

<<<<<< NEW THIS YEAR >>>>>>
We will be having this year an adult VBS class, so come check it out!

 Hope to see you all there!



Worship participants in June

Ushers
8:00
10:30 Gary Bostelman, Rupert Schweinhagen,

      Larry Ashbaugh, Ken Lange

Lay assistants
8:00 Carol Dille
10:30 Martha Young

Altar Guild
Julie Mt.Castle & Jamie Bostelman

Acolytes
6/4 8:00 Jordan Damman & Alan Bostelman
     10:30 Victoria & Theresa Peper
6/11 8:00 Dylan Slee & Ben Flogaus
       10:30 Konner Gerken & Marcus Mt.Castle
6/18 8:00 Ellen & Meredith Hoops
      10:30 Clayton Burken & James Nation
6/25 8:00 Emily Schwab & Danielle Williams
      10:30 Aleigh Busch & Alison Storch

Altar Flowers

June 4 - OPEN

June 11 - Maurice & Georgie Davis in honor of their 50th wedding anniversary on the 16th

June 18 - Shelley Higbea

June 25 - Marvin& Janice Rabe in honor of their 50th wedding anniversary
           In honor of the 75th birthday of Rita Prigge

Open date:  December 31

Altar flowers cost $20.  This amount should be placed in the offering
plate and designated for altar flowers. Flowers are automatically

ordered from Cattails.  If you have a special flower, color or
container request, Cattails can customize your arrangement.  Price
of the arrangement can be increased also.  If you wish to make your

own arrangements, you should notify the church office a couple
weeks ahead of the designated Sunday.



Community News

Give the Gift of Life
The Henry County Red Cross Bloodmobiles will be at the following locations:

Saturday, June 3 - Harley -Davison Sales & Service 9 - 2
Monday, June 5 - EMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 12 - 6
Wednesday, June 7 - Liberty Center HS Cafeteria 1 - 7
Wednesday, June 28 - Henry Co Red Cross 9 - 3

Ice Cream Social
The Lutheran Nursing & Rehab Center Auxiliary invites you to an Old Fashioned Ice Cream Social
on Sunday, June 11, 2006 at 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. in the Multi Purpose Room at Alpine Village.
Please save this date and join everyone for food and fellowship!  The menu will include sloppy joes,
hot dogs, chips, cake, ice cream sundaes, and beverages.  This event is sponsored by the Lutheran
Nursing & Rehab Center Auxiliary to benefit the Lutheran Nursing & Rehab Center and Alpine
Village.

Filling Fall Fling
November 4, 2006 is the date for the second annual Filling Fall Fling.  We are taking donations for
our silent and live auctions.  Do you have a collectible collection that you are no longer interested in
or don’t have room for?  Do you crochet, knit, make jewelry, bake pies...all of these items go well at
the auctions!  Your thoughtfulness would be appreciated!  Contact Jamie Bostelman, Lois Gerken or
Carol Dille if you care to donate or to volunteer to work that day.

Four Lutheran Agency Golf Outing
Attention all golfers!  The Four Lutheran Agencies of Northwest Ohio (Filling Home, Luther Home
of Mercy, Lutheran Homes Society, and Lutheran Social Services of NW Ohio) are sponsoring their
tenth annual golf outing on Friday, August 4 at Whiteford Valley Golf Course in Ottawa Lake,
Michigan.   Cost is $80.00 per golfer (scramble format).   Registration forms are available on the
bulletin board by the church office.  The deadline for registrations is July 28.



Summer
Sunday
School

Summer Sunday School begins June 4.  Bring your faith and your appetite as we explore the Bible with food and games.
Sunday School will meet in the basement during the summer.  Can’t wait to see you there!!

The following is a list of Summer Sunday School dates and volunteers.  Thank you to all who volunteered.  You will be
receiving a reminder letter along with what preparations will be done for you.  If you have any questions, please contact Jody
Dille.

June 4 Sue Kruse
June 11 Julie Yunker
June 18 Gayla Yaney
June 25 Caren Dille
July 2 Caren Dille
July 9 Karri Ashbaugh

July 16 Julie Mt.Castle
July 23 Michelle Dille & Gordon Krueger
July 30 Sue Kruse
Aug. 6 Tiffany Biederstedt
Aug. 13 Connie & Danielle Williams
Aug. 20 Jody & Michelle Dille
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Y.C.C. News

On Sunday, April 30, 15 YCC kids and parents enjoyed an afternoon of fun at the Wauseon Rollercade.  Thanks to Jeanette
Damman for setting up this event.

On Sunday, May 21 we traveled to Defiance for an afternoon of Putt-Putt. This was our last event for the year.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all the parents who have helped us over the past 5 years.  We couldn’t have done
it all without you.  We will be stepping down from YCC after this month and moving on to the high school group.  Thanks again
for all your help!

Marv & Julie Mt.Castle

Club Christ is having
a CAR WASH on June 17!

Save your dirty cars for us!!!

Baptismal Birthdays - June

Ryan Aschemeier
Katie Borstelman
Tom Borstelman
Philip Bowen
Norbert Brandt
Casey Callaway
Jerrod Casteel
Joan Collier
Ashly Cooper
Sandy Davis
Esther Dennis
Ben DeWit
Patrick Dille

Doug Elling
Margaret Fahy
Lois Gerken
Ruth Ann Gray
David Heuer
Steve Kenning
Ryan Kruse
Kyle Lacy
Ben Leininger
Connie Long
Ron Meyers
Judy Michaelis
Shirlee Mires

Rob Moden
Chris Moden
Julie Mt.Castle
Randy Nation
Danielle Olson
Abigail Overhulse
Steve Overhulse
Steve Panning
Chris Peper
Jenna Peper
Christine Rath
Hildegarde Reiser
Mike Rex
Loralee Rohrs

Hugh Schink
Peter Schroeder
Gertrude Schuette
Kevin Sonnenberg
Scott Sonnenberg
Sheila Sosebee
Neil Storch
Sarah Tondra
Dylan Tonjes
Mark Tonjes
Susan Wagner
Jack Walters
Charlotte Wangrin
Danielle Williams


